Report from CARMEN Annual Meeting in Madrid−Segovia
[bookmark: _GoBack]The 2011 Annual Meeting of CARMEN took place on 9−11 September 2011 at the Centro de Ciencias Humanas y Sociales of the CSIC (Madrid) and the IE University (Segovia). About 60−70 people attended.
The first day (Friday) was held in the impressive new buildings of the Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas (CSIC). The CSIC Director, Prof. Eduardo Manzano, introduced a series of successful international collaborative research projects in which the CSIC were involved. Drs Esperanza Alfonso and Therese Martin outlined two such medieval projects. Dr Alfonso’s project is entitled: ‘The Intellectual and Material Legacies of Late-Medieval Sephardic Judaism: An Interdisciplinary Approach’ and is funded by a four-year Starting Grant from the European Research Council (see http://www.lineas.cchs.csic.es/inteleg/content/presentación). Dr Martin, previously from the University of Arizona, moved to the CSIC to undertake her project ‘Reassessing the Roles of Women as “Makers” of Medieval Art and Architecture’, which will provide 1.2m euros from 2011 to 2014 to support a team of three postdocs (including ones from North America) and four PhD studentships (see http://csic.academia.edu/ThereseMartin). Both scholars outlined the application and assessment procedures for ‘Starting Grants’, what the panels were seeking, and some of the challenges they have faced.
In the afternoon, Dr Elizabeth Tyler led an open discussion about the need to focus research on ‘global challenges’ and to make contacts outside the Humanities; about the long gestation time involved in establishing networks; and emphasising that CARMEN was aiming to foster networks of all types, including those that did not require financial support. This meeting had a large number of new representatives, so it was useful to recapitulate and adapt where necessary the aims of CARMEN and what it could offer participants from across the world.
The second day (Saturday) took place at the IE University’s home in the earliest Dominican house in Spain (Santa Cruz la Real). The cloisters proved the ideal location for the CARMEN ‘Market Place’ where about fifteen stall-holders presented their university’s research interests. The afternoon built on the informal meetings and contacts developed in the morning, so that the following project groups could discuss collaborative possibilities in the coming year:
a) ‘Medieval Graduate School’ – a working group was set up so that by the time of the next CARMEN meeting we would have established clear parameters for the project, some pilot courses for this programme, and have an understanding of the technological, pedagogical and financial and administrative infrastructure required. It was agreed that courses would be optional for students and would not involve credit-transfer. But there was clearly demand in countries like Brazil, with growing numbers of students but insufficient medievalists as tutors.
b) ‘Forum for the National Associations’ – 10 national associations or institutions were represented: Australia & New Zealand, Brazil, China, France, Germany (and the German-speaking countries), Paraguay, Portugal, Spain, the UK and the USA. Apologies were received from six others (Argentina, Chile, Korea, Mexico, the Netherlands & Flanders, and Peru). We had no representatives this year from Canada nor Taiwan. The discussions focused on better ways of communicating among each other, and using CARMEN as an information exchange.
c) ‘Health and Disability’ – two topic areas were explored: one around the history of disability and societies’ approach to people with disabilities; and one on ‘Cognitive Development, Cognitive Decline: Medieval and Renaissance Experiences for Pre-school Children and for Adults with Mild Cognitive Impairment’. The idea is to capitalize on children’s innate interest in the Middle Ages (dragons, castles, knights, princesses, etc.) to give them a fuller sense of the importance of the past generally and to curb the progress of Alzheimer’s disease by having mildly cognitively impaired adults interact with the children. 
d) ‘Being Controlled by Nature? Long-term Approaches to Managing the Environment’, was the tentative initial title for a project that would be developed. The consensus was that there was merit in researching into historical insights into how man thinks it can manage and control nature, but how this often fails, and how such insights could assist modern engineers (forestry, water management), particularly preventing an overly mechanistic approach and leading environmental action towards a more holistic approach.
e) ‘Saints’ Cults: Symbols that Bind and Break Communities’ – this ESF-funded project fostered by CARMEN held an interim business meeting, following their inaugural meeting at Leeds in July. They were focused on a general meeting of the three projects on ‘Regional Identity’ to be held in Budapest in November (see further http://cultsymbols.net/).
f) ‘Investing in the Past’ – chaired by Felicitas Schmieder and examining different ways that modern societies deal with their own histories, whether populist myth-making, collective memories, telling and educating themselves about their historic roles in the world, or more scholarly-led processes of public engagement with the past.
The participation from Latin America was extremely welcome, and several areas of mutually beneficial partnership were discussed (especially in Brazil, where student demand for historical studies were outstripping the ability of the universities to cope). Likewise, people were very impressed with the research being done at Zhejiang University and delighted by the representative’s attendance. People were very supportive of the developments in China setting up a national association of medieval and Renaissance studies in mainland China, using contacts at Zhejiang University, Peking University, Fudan University, East China Normal University and South-west University.
The participants benefited from the glorious weather and settings in Madrid and Segovia, with ample time in Segovia to wander around the old city, to enjoy the refreshments under the Roman aqueduct, and taste the local speciality (suckling pig) in the famous Mesón Cándido. Many thanks are due to Julio Escalona from the CSIC and Miguel Larrañaga from the IE University in Segovia for pulling everything together so well.

